NOBEL
on a practical scale at the beginning of the summer of 1863 (whether
in May or in June, I cannot definitely remember). The nitro-
glycerine exploded under water in the presence of my brothers
Robert and Ludwig,
Question 2: Where and in what circumstances did you hit on
the idea?
Answer : Sinin, Professor of Chemistry in St. Petersburg, called
the attention of my father and myself to this substance many
years ago. He demonstrated its extraordinary powers by causing
a few drops of nitro-glycerine to explode on an anvil, showing at
the same time that the explosion was limited to that part which
the hammer struck. He said that nobody had yet succeeded in
making nitro-glycerine usable in practice, adding that it would be
an achievement of the first importance if nitro-glycerine could be
produced in some convenient way, and especially if it could be
caused to explode in greater amounts. This occurred, I believe,
twelve or more years ago. Since then the matter has never left
my mind, but I have always been thinking of it with a view to
future experiments. As my father invented and manufactured
submarine mines, it was only natural that I should become interested
in explosives, as indeed I did.
Question 3: What were your first experiments ? Please
describe them fully and say who was present.
Answer: The first experiment in blasting operations was carried
out in a quarry at Huvudsta, near Stockholm, in the presence of
several workmen with a lead cartridge case, which I had with me,
ready charged. Then I improved my invention, and in the
autumn of 1863 it was tested by the Swedish Government with
a view to ascertaining its use in shells. In December, 1863,
blasting experiments were carried out in the Ammerberg mine.
The success of these latter experiments is testified to by the
statements of the witnesses present, and in, the case of the
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